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WATER RIGHTS LAW 101

• Water belongs to the people of the State

• A water right is a “usufruct”

• Beneficial use of water shall be maximized

• Water shall be conserved

• Water use must be reasonable
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SGMA & The Public Trust
Depletions of interconnected surface water that 
have significant and unreasonable adverse 
impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water.
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Physical Solutions Demand Management
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